



 

Whanau Learning Time
Dear Parents, Caregivers, Whānau of Peterhead School,

We hope that you and your whānau/family are keeping yourselves safe during this extended 
“Whānau time”.  We have been working hard behind the scenes to come up with some supports for 
you all so that you can have some great learning opportunities for you children whilst we are in school 
term time.  

The Ministry has indicated that the school holidays will be brought forward and will run from Monday 
30 March to Tuesday 14 April inclusive. We want to give you some options as a whānau as we 
acknowledge this is an unprecedented scenario. 

Today we have launched our website that has been specially designed for the tamariki of Peterhead 
School.  These are the platforms and programs they are used to interacting with on a daily basis. 

Here is the address to access it:   
https://sites.google.com/peterhead.school.nz/peterhead-at-home-learning/home  

   
At Peterhead we would like to really encourage our whānau to make 1-2 hours max ‘school’ time per 
day.  Your children learn more when happy and their ‘whare tapa wha’  is balanced, the four modes of 
health are looked after. Let’s hope your children will be able to tell you about this as this is what we 
have been learning about this term. 

Take some time to talk with them about how they are feeling about all that is happening in our world. 
They often need time to make sense of what is happening and you are the best people to give them 
your family values around this. 

A great idea is to make the day flow using a timetable with your child. Let them chose what they want 
to do.  They will be used to no more than 40 mins on tasks for the older students going down 15 mins 
or so. The younger Kakano children will only be able to manage 20 -30mins max on any one activity.  If 
this is play-based they will be engaged for much longer. Play is make believe, it is lots of chatter, it is 
happy and engaged, it is figuring stuff out. 

If there are any activities you try to do with them and they react negatively our advice would be to stop 
doing that activity.  Children can not learn when there is stress, crying or unhappiness. So whilst they 
may get the work done it won’t sink in as well as it would have if they’re in a happy state.

Monday 30th March



Our school has managed to secure all of the kids licences on Steps Webs which is a programme we 
use at school for reading and word learning. We recommend a couple of sessions a day of no more 
than 20 mins at a time.  Unless of course they are really engaged in it!  

Your child/rens teacher have been putting together some logons for all of the on line apps we use. 
You will receive these on Seesaw or by email.  Please make sure you have got in contact with your 
teacher if you do not receive one of these.  Or email dp@peterhead.school.nz and Tineka our deputy 
Principal will give you the teachers email address. Please note children in He Kupenga,  Room 1 and 2 
will receive your child’s activities based in Seesaw. 

Otherwise we will be sending out a list of valuable websites, free apps and opportunities that 
companies have given for children to have access to for free over this time.  We will also have ideas 
and to get the whole whānau in on the learning.  This will be easier than individual lessons and will 
mix it up for the tamariki. 

We would like to encourage lots of whānau time: playing eye spy, cards, running around outside and 
getting them to get their heart rates up! Remember this is allowed you just have to be with your 
immediate whanau bubble in your home or locally and stay 2 metres away from others. 

There are lots of great exercise routines for kids on line as well! They love kids yoga and little circuits! 
You don’t need equipment just a bit of imagination and if you haven’t got that there is always google! 

Finally whānau we here at Peterhead wish you all a peaceful, whanau connecting, life-connection time 
to slow things down a bit.  We acknowledge that the lock down will be a real struggle for some of you 
and want you to know we will help in what ever way we can.   

Martin’s email address is prinicipal@peterhead.school.nz 
Tineka’s is dp@peterhead.school.nz 
Leigh’s is lperry@peterhead.school.nz 

Please email one of our Senior Leadership Team if you need support or if you need learning support 
contact your child’s teacher. 

Arohanui,  

The Staff at Peterhead School 
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